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" Shea signifies an Enemie." Shi'a does not mean an enemy.
As pointed out by Lane (op. cit.), " ShTa is a separate or distinct
party of men. This is the primary signification : so called from
their agreeing together, and following one another ; or, according
to some . . . the followers and assistants ... or persons who
follow or conform with one another." The Shi'as believe that
*AH was the first legitimate Imam or Khalifa (successor) of the
Prophet, and reject Abu Bakr, 'Umax, 'Uthman {the first three
Caliphs recognised by the Sunnls) as usurpers. This idea forms
the basis and essence of discord between Shi'as and Sunnls. For
further information on the subject, see the article Shiahs by
W. M. Patten in the Encyc. of Religion and Ethics, vol. xi. and the
article Shiah in Hughes, Diet, of Islam,
" Allee and Mahomet were great prophets and the other of the
Charriarry no prophets." No sect in Islam recognises 'AH as a
prophet (see last paragraph). Even the Sunnls do not recognise
the Char Yar (i.e. Abu Bakr, 'Umax, 'Uthman and 'All, the first
four Caliphs) as prophets. The author seems to be hopelessly
confused here. The Char Yar (lit. four friends, i.e. of the Prophet)
are so called because of the great love and regard the Prophet
had for them and because of their being his first four successors.
" The other sort are called Rofsee." " Rofsee," i.e. Rafidl, is
no sect or " sort " at all. The word Rafidl comes from Rifd,
to leave, forsake, desert, separate from, and signifies an army
or party which has deserted its leader. The name was later on
applied to a certain sect of the Kufic Shi*as who were so named
because they had deserted their leader Zayd (the great-grandson
of the Caliph 'All) when he forbade them to speak against the
Companions of the Prophet, and then they desired him to renounce
Abu Bakr and 'Umar and 'Uthman. On Zayd's refusing to do so
they deserted him. In consequence " Rafidi " became an appella-
tion for all such persons as speak against the Companions of the
Prophet, and is often applied sarcastically by the Sunnls to
the Shf ahs (see above on the Shi'ahs).
" The Sunnee say that Mahomet is the greatest prophet."
Sunni means a follower of the Sunna, i.e. mode and usage of the
Prophet (see article Sunnites in Encyc. of ReL and Ethics).
(c) " Mahomet Syad say Mahomet Greatest prophet." Saiyids
may or may not say so, for they may be either Sunnls or Shi* as,
and their views about 'All and other Caliphs may therefore differ
accordingly.
3. (a) " God sent his Angell Gabriel to them with a Comul or
mantle." On this statement and on the story which follows
Maulvi Naimur-Rahman writes :
" Comul " (kawibaV) is a Hindi word and its use shows that the
author gathered his information from some semi-literate or
illiterate Indian narrator of facts. The details of the story as